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  Welcome to the Glooscap Heritage Centre 
 

The Glooscap Heritage Centre opened to the 

public May 1
st
, 2006 and is located on the 

outskirts of Truro at the Millbrook First Nation, 

Exit 13A at the Truro Power Centre. The 

Glooscap Heritage Centre is comprised of the 

Glooscap Statue, complete with interpretive 

panels; a number of mobile, climate and light 

controlled display cases to house Miôkmaq 

artifacts; a series of wall displays; and a major 

multimedia display in the 75 seat theatre that 

will be the highlight of the visitor experience at 

the Glooscap Heritage Centre. 
 

In July, at a glance…. 
Tourist season is on!  Weôre entertaining a number of 

Tour Bus companies and continue to offer individual 

tours as well.  Also, our medicinal forest garden is 

starting to bloom, so weôre encouraging everyone to 

take advantage of garden tours where youôll learn 

how the Miôkmaq used the flora at hand to eat and 

make medicines. Weôre also hosting a traditional 

Miôkmaq quill workshop with very talented Miôkmaq 

artisan Beverly Julian on July 15
th
, 16

th
 and 17

th
, so 

please register asap! 

Weôd like to remind everyone that our Eagle On-

Line computer training is now at the Annex on 

Wednesdays, from 9am to 4pm.  Itôs free, so do come 

and take advantage of certification on many software 

applications.   Also, GHC is still showing the exhibit 

entitled " Kekina’masuti Nemitekemk Nkutey 

Mijua’jijk - Through Childrenôs Eyes: An Lônu 

Resource for Exploring the Visual Arts.ò  The exhibit 

opened on June 4
th
, and will continue to run until the 

end of July. And finally, just a reminder that we 

began our summer hours on May 16
th
. Monday to 

Friday, 8:30 - 6:30 and on the weekends, 8:30 – 

4:30, with tours available for most times. 
Should you have any enquiries, please contact Gord Pictou 

at (902) 843 3493 or by email at     

gordon@glooscapheritagecentre.com 

 

 

June  Highlights éé.. 

 
Traditional dancer  Bert Milberg was a huge hit with the crowd 

 

Our signature event, National Aboriginal Day, was a 

huge hit despite the drizzle and chilly weather!  

Dancers, drummers, vendors, Mr. J, face painter 

Tamara Gloade and our hand drum competition were a 

huge success.  Over five hundred guests enjoyed the 

day with us, and weôd like to say Welaôlin to each and 

every one of you for showing your continued support.  

A huge thanks to the Mounties for your presence in 

serge (very handsome!) and to Elizabeth Paul and her 

staff for ensuring that Lt. Gov. Mayann Francis was 

well entertained and fed during her visit.  And of 

course, our staff  wish to thank the summer students for 

helping us throughout the day!  Story insideé. 
Also, our NEWLY REVAMPED WEBSITE is now launched.  

There are many exciting and creative links to be found, including 

our   ñTEACHERòS RESOURCESò in which informative links, 

sites, articles, tours and much much more is available to enhance  

the learning experience 
 

Want to have a meeting in a unique, central and affordable  

location?  Glooscap Heritage Centre may be the ideal solution  

for your event needs.  Call us or email for further details, or visit  

our website www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 
Check it out at our official websiteé.. 

www.glooscapherita gecentre.com  
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             NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY 2011 
 

The cold, wet weather couldnôt dampen the spirits of the attendees, and GHCôs National 

Aboriginal Day celebrations were a great success. Drummers, dancers, vendors, and exhibitors 

came from all around the province to participate (and crammed into the Centre together to warm 

up). As always, the candy dance & face painting were popular with the kids, and Aunt Sheilaôs 

Miôkmaq Tacos & the hand drum competition were popular with adults.  And as last year, kudos 

go to Joe Sylliboy, who singlehandedly organised the event!  Joe, your vision was wonderful!  

Special thanks go out to our volunteers and summer students who really helped make the day a 

success.  Welaôlin!!  Thank you everyone for your support! 

 

 

  
 
Grand Council Member and GHC staff Jim Johnson  Fancy Shawl Dancer Josee joins us again 

this year. Thanks Josee, and nice to see you again! 

 
 



 

The ŎŀƭƳ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƳΧ                                                     Bob and Shirley, long time NAD vendors ς Thanks! 

 
Mounties and Lt.Gov. Mayann Francis help us open              MC Michael R. Denny was great! 

GHC Catering Maritza manning the luski and tea area      Crowds wander the Centre 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Dancers! 
 

Pasmay Doucette 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Sgt Jason Stubbs & Cpt. Margaret Hearn                              Dorene Bernard 
 

Thanks Ralph Martin for your support                                  Pictou twins, Lochlan and Michael with cotton candy 
 
 

 
Guest drum Stoney Bear Singers                                            Thanks Tamara Gloade for your terrific face painting! 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hand Drum winners Derrick Poulette 1
st
 place, Julian Wells 2

nd
 place and Peter Doucette 3

rd
 place.  Fantastic job guys!!! 

Jingle Dress Dancer Chastity Meuse                                         Mr. J a huge hit with the kids again this year 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Heritage and Memory : My Experience at the “Preservation 

through Education” Conference 

By Patricia MacAulay 
  

From June 1 to 3, the Colchester Historical Museum hosted the ñPreservation 

through Educationò conference, which centered on ways to promote & protect our 

local heritage. A lot of it was focused on built heritage ï things like historical 

houses and re-purposed buildings ï but there were a lot of lessons about the 

heritage sector, and especially its blind spots.  

 What stood out the most was a session called ñWidening the View.ò It asked 

participants to think of heritage in their communities as a scrapbook: whatôs 

included in the scrapbook (protected) now? Whatôs so common that we donôt think 

of protecting it, like outhouses and cast iron power poles?  

But when the presenter asked what ñshameful heritageò was preserved in the 

participantsô communities, the room went very, very quiet. No one volunteered any 

examples in their own communities? The few examples he was able to coax out 

were things like Hangmanôs Beach on McNabs Island in Halifax ï a little off-

putting, but not anything that would make a room full of white Anglophones 

uncomfortable, not like the expulsion at Grand Pré or the Shubenacadie residential 

school. 

 History isnôt all bustle skirts and sunshine and sailboats. Sure, there are lots 

of stories about the good things people have done for each other, about heroism 

and loyalty, and lots of museums in Nova Scotia are dedicated to how (caucasion) 

people peacefully lived their lives. But thatôs not all that weôve come from, all that 

affects us. Horrible things have been done in this province, and the majority has 

tried to forget about them. In forgetting we run the very real risk of doing those 

horrible things all over again. The form might change ï refusing Miôkmaq the vote 

instead of refusing them food ï but itôs still, well, horrible. I canôt change what my 

ancestors did (or failed to do), but I can learn about it and prevent it from ever 

happening again. 

 Remembering the shameful parts of the past is a hard balance between 

acknowledgement and blame, especially in a museum: museums are a business, 

and making visitors uncomfortable doesnôt generally encourage them to come 

back. But most of the museums in Nova Scotia are not-for-profits, with a mission 

to promote our collective heritage. They have the opportunity to make a change, to 

stand up and say ñYes, this happened. We wonôt let it happen again.ò  

ñWidening the Viewò reminded me why I want to make my career in 

museums; I hope that it was the kick in the pants the other participants needed to 

start thinking about their own communities and their potential for change. 

 



 

Glooscap Heritage 

Centre Gift Shop 
By Diandra Rizcallah 
 

Why canôt visitors wait to step foot into the 

Glooscap Heritage Centre gift shop?   

It could be because of the rich, stunning 

artwork or the authentic, beautiful Miôkmaq 

items & crafts.  It could also be because of 

the superior customer service that all of our 

visitors receive.  

Garrett Gloade is always happy to be working in the gift shop, ñItôs a pleasure meeting new 

people from different places all around the world and learning about their culture,ò he says.  

Garrett likes to get to know visitors on a more personal level, and loves answering questions 

about the Miôkmaq way of life.  ñI like discovering similarities between our culture and our 

visitorsô culture, and they really enjoy talking to me about it as well.ò Garrett says that once he 

knows more about the customers that he is helping, itôs much easier to find them something from 

the gift shop that they will enjoy.   

 

The gift shop offers a wide variety of items; all the way from clothing to books, from jewelry to 

dreamcatchers, and from music to food.  However, Garrettôs favorite items to showcase to our 

visitors are the handmade ash baskets, ñI feel like these baskets are something that we feature 

that truly represent the Miôkmaq people and our history,ò he says, "Visitors love hearing about 

the hard work that goes into these baskets, and the meaning behind them.ò Garrett also shows the 

moccasins to most visitors that come into the gift shop, and as I recall, he politely asked me try 

them on during my first day on the job.  Our Moosehide Moccasins are by far the most 

comfortable shoes I have ever tried on (and those that know me well know that I have a lot of 

shoes).  Since these are indoor shoes, they are made to last an extremely long time and their 

lifespan will only be shortened if worn outside.  For only $55.00, these are worth every penny. 

 

Lately, the most popular items in the gift shop are Pocket Spirits.  Pocket Spirits are 1" in 

diameter, and are made from lead-free pewter.  They have symbols on the front, and an 

inspirational word, or desirable characteristic on the other side, which coincides with the symbol 

that you choose.  For example, a sun that is located on one side of the Pocket Spirit would have 

the word ñenergyò on the other side. 

 

The Glooscap Heritage Centre staff does an 

exceptional job helping our customers in the gift 

shop by approaching them, engaging them, and 

attending to them if they need anything.  Itôs 

amazing to see how much pride you all have in 

the items that you are showcasing.  Keep up the 

great work! 

 

 



 

GHC Visitor Information Centre 
By Diandra Rizcallah 

People from coast to coast enter the 

Visitor Information Centre (VIC) in the 

Glooscap Heritage Centre every day, and 

Kathy Fisher canôt wait to greet them!  Kathy 

has been involved in Visitor Services for over 

20 years, establishing herself as one of the 

most experienced individuals in her field.  She 

has been a supervisor in Visitor Services & 
Retail Manager in Millbrook for the last 5 
years, and still loves giving visitors an 
opportunity to create an unforgettable 
experience while traveling Central Nova 
Scotia.  In the first two weeks of June, almost 

400 visitors walked through the VIC doors.  They had come from every province and twenty 
different states as well as Spain, the UK, Trinidad, Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and 
Mexico.  ά²Ŝ ƻŦǘŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ bƻǾŀ {Ŏƻǘƛŀ ǿƘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ōŀŎƪȅŀǊŘΣέ ǎŀȅǎ YŀǘƘȅΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ƭŀŘȅ ŦǊƻƳ bŜǿ DƭŀǎƎƻǿ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
Tidal Bore before.  She brought her guests from the Netherlands with her to witness it for the 
ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ  YŀǘƘȅ ǿŀǎ ǉǳƛŎƪ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŀƭ .ƻǊŜΣ άL ǘƻƭŘ 
her about the South Maitland Interpretive Centre and the platform over the Shubenacadie 
River ōǳƛƭǘ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎΦέ YŀǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻǊƪ ƘŀǊŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ 
attended to with sincere pleasure and that they walk out of the VIC doors with a smile on their 
face.   

Kathy goes above and beyond to be as helpful as possible to any Central Nova 
newcomers that she encounters.  She had gone to the Tidal Bore viewing location in Truro, and 
came across visitors from Florida and Germany, who were there 2 hours prior to the Tidal Bore.  
Kathy took it upon herself to counsel them, talk about the Tidal Bore, tell them about the 
beautiful Victoria Park, and even invited them back to the Glooscap Heritage Centre (you 
ƎǳŜǎǎŜŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜǎƛǎǘύΦ  άL ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛŘŀƭ .ƻǊŜ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǘ ƛƴ ¢ǊǳǊƻ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 
opportunity for us to promote ouǊ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƭƛǎŜǊ 
ŎƭƻǎŜŘΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŜΦέ  LŦ 
schedules allow, GHC staff may in fact soon be available at the Salmon River during Tidal Bore 
times to counsel visitors.  How exciting! 

   The meaning of tourism may fluctuate from person to person, but we all recognize the 
importance of tourism and the significant impact it has on our region.  Whether you define 
tourism as a means of bringing in new dollars to our area, or as an opportunity to let others 
appreciate what our region has to offer, we work towards the same goalΧΦ ǘhat is to attract 
more visitors each year than the year before.  Tourism is a major contributor to the economic 
development of many rural areas in Nova Scotia, and two important ways to increase our 
number of visitors is by offering them great service and giving them a great experience.  Thank 
you to all of the VIC counselors who have a strong appreciation for our region, and a passion for 
tourism.  

 

 



 

What’s Our Name? 
 

By Tammy Morris-Williams, Artistic Producer. 

 

Glooscapôs new theatre company is slowly but surely progressing.  

Since starting the job, Iôve been in full-blown business planning mode.  

Creating a 5-year strategic business and marketing plan is the first 

priority for the development of this new addition to the Glooscap 

Heritage Centre.   The business plan will provide the company with a 

budget, a guide to follow for implementing various programs, and a way 

to measure our success.  

 

During this stage there is much to think about including what types of 

productions we want to perform for people, what kinds of programs and 

activities will take place and when, and our biggest question to date:   

 

What are we going to name this theatre?? 

 

On June 15
th

 the staff of the Glooscap Heritage Centre and Central Nova 

Tourism Association gathered for an evening of food, laughter, and a 

few stories from the participants of this springôs three-week intensive 

training program at the Ross Creek Centre for the Arts.  During our 

dinner event we discussed our adventures exploring the performing arts 

and the gorgeous settings of Ross Creek.  George Paul, Isaac Solomon, 

and Lyndsey Gloade provided the staff members with tales of self-

discovery, spiritual and cultural enlightenment, and oh yeahéacting 

lessons learned.  

 

 
George Paul 

 

 
Isaac Solomon and Lyndsey Gloade 



 

The naming of the theatre was a hot-topic of discussion and the staff is 

brainstorming for a suitable name for our new addition that will 

incorporate the vision and mandate as well as the creative nature of what 

weôre developing. 

 

June 30
th

 will be the ñTheatre Naming Dayò.  Entries from the 

participants in our contest will be reviewed by myself, Sharon Touchie, 

General Manager; and Joyce Mingo, Executive Director.  An 

announcement will be made in the next newsletter as to what this new 

theatre will be called.  

 

Several programs are under consideration currently including workshops 

for community members this fall, in the following activities: 

¶ Improvisation 

¶ Puppetry 

¶ Voice  

¶ Clown 

¶ Writing/Dramaturgy 

The public will be notified once plans are progressing and the theatre is 

ready to begin programs. The theatre will be available for rentals by 

other performing groups and play companies while we begin our own 

rehearsal process, once the lighting and sound equipment is installed.  

Guest performances will be announced as they are scheduled.   

 

On June 21
st
, National Aboriginal Day, the theatre was represented 

during the Glooscap Heritage Centreôs annual celebrations by answering 

any questions that arose and taking down contact information from 

people interested in participating in future workshops and rehearsals.  

 

To contact the theatre please call (902) 843-4074 or by email: 

theatre@glooscapheritagecentre.com. 

 
 

 
 



 

 

Friday, July 15 6:30 – 9pm, Saturday, July 16 and Sunday July 17 from 9-

4pm at the Glooscap Heritage Centre and Mi’kmaq Museum 

 

Join Beverly Julian to learn how to make your own porcupine quill 

basket.  Beverly is an accomplished teacher and has been a quill basket 

maker for over 20 years.  She is excited to share her love for this art 

form; a beautiful Mi'kmaw art form requiring artistic vision, careful 

attention to detail and a whole lot of patience.  The result is a treasure 

you can cherish for a lifetime. 

Beverly will supply all the materials required. 

This is a THREE DAY Workshop!  Cost is $160 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  

 

 
                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

               Calendar of Monthly Tours and Theatre Bookings 

Glooscap Heritage Centre & Mi’kmaq Museum 
 JULY 2011 

 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
   

 

 

  1 
Tour 40 people  

8:40--10:30 

 

 

 

2 
 

3 
Tour 40 

people  

8:40--10:30 

 

4 
 

Annex 8:30-5:00 

 

5 
Tour 40 people  

9:40am -10:30 

 

 

6 
 

Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex  9-4 

 

7 
Tour 40 people  

9:40am -10:30 

 

 

 

8 
 

 

9 
Tour 40 

people  

9:40am -

10:30 

 

 

 

 

10 
Annex 2:00-

5:00 

 

11  
Tour 40 people 

 9:40am -10:30 

Tour 40 people  

2:45- 4:00 

Garden Tour 

15 people, 5pm 

Board Room  

10-2:00 

 

12  

 

13  
Tour 40 people  

9:40am -10:30 

 

Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9-4 

14  
Elders Tour 10 

people  

10:30-11:45 

 

15  
Tour 40 people  

9:40am -10:30 

Annex 2:00-4:30 

 

Quill workshop 

with Beverly Julian 

6:30-9pm 

16  
Annex 9:00-

9:00pm 

 

Quill work 

shop with 

Beverly 

Julian  

9-4pm 

 

17 
Tour 40 

people  

8:40--10:30 

Quill work 

shop with 

Beverly 

Julian  

9-4pm 

 

18 
 Tour 40 people  

2:45- 4:00 

 

19 
Tour 40 people 

 9:40am -10:30 

 

20 
 

 

 

Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9-4 

21 
Tour 40 people 

 9:40am -10:30 

 

 

 

22 
 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
Tour 40 

people 

 9:40am -

10:30 

 

24/31 
31st-Tour 40 

people  

8:40--10:30 

 

25 
Tour 40 people 

 9:40am -10:30 

Tour 40 people  

2:45- 4:00 

 

26 
 

27 
Tour 40 people  

9:40am -10:30 

 

Gord Outreach 7-

8pm Parks Canada 

Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9-4 

28  
Annex 5:30-8:00 

 

29 

Tour 40 people 

 9:40am -10:30 

 

30 

 

Please Contact the Glooscap Heritage Centre for more information    

65 Treaty Trail, Millbrook, Nova Scotia  B6L 1W3  Phone: (902) 843-3493   Fax: (902) 893-2269 
info@glooscapheritagecentre.com  Website: www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 

Want to have a meeting in a unique, central and affordable location?  Glooscap Heritage Centre may be the ideal solution for your event 

needs.  Call us or email for further details, or visit our website www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 
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