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  Welcome to the Glooscap Heritage Centre 
 

The Glooscap Heritage Centre opened to the 

public May 1
st
, 2006 and is located on the 

outskirts of Truro at the Millbrook First Nation, 

Exit 13A at the Truro Power Centre. The 

Glooscap Heritage Centre is comprised of the 

Glooscap Statue, complete with interpretive 

panels; a number of mobile, climate and light 

controlled display cases to house Mi’kmaq 

artifacts; a series of wall displays; and a major 

multimedia display in the 75 seat theatre that 

will be the highlight of the visitor experience at 

the Glooscap Heritage Centre. 
 

In September, at a glance… 
- Departure of Summer Students 

- Last full month of summer hours of operation 

- With 22 bus tours scheduled for the month of 

September, GHC continues to be busy as we 

roll into our fall season.     

- Ash Basket Making Workshop Oct. 8
th

 – 9
th

 

- Hand Drum Workshop Oct. 11
th

 &18
th

   

(register for these workshops today: 

glooscapheritagecentre.com) 

Eagle On-Line computer training is available at the 

Annex on Wednesdays, from 9am to 4pm.  It’s free, 

so do come and take advantage of completing courses 

and receiving certification on many software 

applications.    

 

Our summer hours of operation will remain the same 

until mid-October when the fall hours resume.  Come 

visit the centre Monday to Friday, 8:30 - 6:30 and 

on the weekends/holidays from 8:30 – 4:30, with 

tours available for most times. 
 

Should you have any enquiries, please contact Gordon 

Pictou at (902) 843 3493 or by email at     

gordon@glooscapheritagecentre.com 

 

 

August Highlights… 

 

 
 
 

 

On Monday, August 22
nd

, 2011, the GHC and CNTA 

staff partook in a smudging ceremony inside the 

museum.  Afterwards, Program Manager, Gordon 

Pictou, and Visitor Services & Retail Manager, Kathy 

Fisher, took a few moments to recognize outstanding 

work performance. 

 

Heather Stevens was recognized for completing the 

most tours with excellent reviews from our visitors.  

Valerie Francis was recognized for counseling the most 

visitors in the Visitor Information Centre. 

 

A reminder to all staff that everyone has done a 

phenomenal job this summer in counseling guests and 

providing visitors with remarkable tours – a big 

―THANK YOU‖ goes out to all of you! 
 

Want to have a meeting in a unique, central and affordable  

location?  Glooscap Heritage Centre may be the ideal solution  

for your needs.  We offer 3 main meeting facilities: The Boardroom,  

The Theatre, and The Annex. Call us for more information: 

902-843-3493 

 
Visit our website:  
www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 

Gordon, Heather, Kathy, and Valerie 

& Mi’kmaq Museum 

http://www.glooscapheritagecentre.com/
mailto:%20%20%20%20gordon@glooscapheritagecentre.com
mailto:%20%20%20%20gordon@glooscapheritagecentre.com
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GHC & CNTA say goodbye to Summer Students 

 
I would like to express my warmest thoughts.  I have gained  

so much knowledge in my own Mi'kmaq history. Thank 

you to the wonderful people that I had a pleasure of 

working with and Kathy our supervisor who taught me to 

be all I can be in this position of Visitor's Information 

Centre along with Gordon and the rest of the interpreter 

staff for giving me the time and patience in helping me 

explain the displays that are filled with our history. Thanks 

to all the wonderful visitors that I had a pleasure of meeting 

along the way.  The front line staff is the greatest I have 

ever worked with.  I have learned to take a piece of 

everyone’s advice and knowledge. Again, thank you for this 

opportunity.    Wela'lin.  

-Theresa Hardgrave 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My time here at the GHC was an 

experience I will never forget; all I have 

learned on so many levels will always 

be a part of who I am now and hope to 

be.  To all the great staff here, Wela’lin. 

- Valerie Francis 

It has been a great working experience 

this summer.  I would like to thank GHC 

staff, CNTA staff and my fellow peers for 

an awesome summer.  I will miss 

everyone and hope to be back in the near 

future. 

-Jeff Wilmot 



 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

       

 
 
 
 
 
     
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I would like to say "Thank You" to the GHC 

and CNTA staff for taking the time to teach me 

all that I now know and for your never ending 

support and encouragement.  I enjoyed working 

in such a positive environment where I am able 

to learn and apply what I have learned in every 

work day. 

Thank you again, I truly appreciate it! 

-Heather Stevens 

This was a great work experience.  I learned 

something new every day.  The staff is 

excellent and I loved my job. 

-Darren Marshall 

I had such an amazing experience working for 

CNTA and I am so sad to be leaving.  Thank 

you so much to everyone I worked with for 

making this the best summer ever – I learned 

something from everyone.  I appreciate all of 

the encouragement I received in the past four 

months, and I am ever so thankful for the 

support. I want to give a special ―Thank You‖ 

to Devin, for helping me on a daily basis; to 

Joyce, for hiring me – you have truly taught me 

so much; JoAnn, I looked forward to seeing 

you every day; Dave & Sharon, you guys rock. 

-Diandra Rizcallah 



 

 
 

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The orientation I received when I started 

working here was very welcoming!  It ended up 

being a good job; a challenge, with lots of great 

development opportunities. Thanks! 

-Patricia Macaulay 

Thanks for a great working experience! 

-Kyle Tuplin 

I enjoyed my time at CNTA and the GHC.  I’ve 

loved my job and the people I worked with.  

The staff here is fun, outgoing and amazing 

people to work with.  I would like to thank all 

of you for making my experience as wonderful 

as it was. 

-Allan Cox 



 

 

 

Christmas Beaded Ornament Workshop 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Where: Glooscap Learning Annex 

(Building directly beside GHC) 

 

When:  October 5
th

, 2011 from 6:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 

 

Come and learn how to hand bead a Christmas bulb, Native style, with 

your host & instructor, Pam Hill. 

 

Fee: $20.00 (all supplies are included in the cost.) 

 

 

For more information, please call or email Pamela Hill:  

902-843-3496 

pam@glooscapheritagecentre.com 

 

 

 

 

Jeff Wilmot displaying an ornament  

Close-up of the beaded ornament 



 

 

 

 

Luskikn Sampling: Wild Blueberry Harvest Festival 
 

As a part of the Wild Blueberry Harvest Festival, Luskikn Sampling was offered at 

the GHC on August 24
th

, served with fresh blueberry sauce.  Blueberries played a 

very big role (and still do) in the Mi’kmaq way of life.  Not only were they used as a 

medical plant, but also as a source of dye for quills and baskets.  Thanks to Kathy 

Fisher, for preparing this delicious treat for our 

guests, and for teaching them about the 

blueberry and Mi’kmaq connection.   

 

Thank you also goes out to everyone who made 

it out to the GHC on that gorgeous day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying Luskikn & Blueberry Sauce 

Fresh out of the Oven! 

Digging in! 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Workshop: Artifacts in Aboriginal Cultural Centres  
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Glooscap Heritage Centre is proud to announce that we are hosting the Canadian 

Conservation Institute’s ―Artifacts in Aboriginal Cultural Centres‖ workshop 

November 16th & 17th, 2011, in partnership with the Association of Nova Scotia 

Museums. 

Presented by the Canadian Conservation Institute (CCI), this workshop will address some 

of the unique challenges of Native cultural centres, such as protecting & displaying 

artifacts and safe storage practices, while taking the specialized nature of the collections 

into account.  

 

Cost 

Members (Association of Nova Scotia Museums, Museum Association of Newfoundland Labrador, Community 

Museums Association of Prince Edward Island and Association of Museums New Brunswick): $125 (Deadline 

September 30th) 

Non-Members: $175 (Deadline September 16th) 

  

For more information, contact the Association of Nova Scotia Museums  

(902) 423-4677 or email admin@ansm.ns.ca 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Glooscap Heritage Centre NEWS 
 

 We had to say goodbye to Lyndsey Gloade who finished her summer work term with us.  

We look forward to her return to partake in our upcoming productions and events. 

 

 Goodbyes were also said to Tammy Williams. Tammy worked hard getting us started 

with our business and branding plans and we extend best wishes to her in her future 

endeavours. 

 

 Rhonda Claes is out on medical leave waiting for hip surgery and we wish her all the 

best.  I hope she isn’t too hard on us when she returns regarding the editions of the GHC 

newsletters that we create in her absence. 

 

 Ken Schwartz with Two Planks & A Passion Theatre continues to be our mentor as we 

move ahead with theatre renovations, business plan, and programming.    Glooscap’s 

Mi’kmaq Centre for the Performing Arts is currently scheduling programming and 

events at the Glooscap Annex for this fall and for 2012. Please contact us if you are 

interested in being part of the Theatre Group.   

 

 The Glooscap Heritage Centre had the opportunity to accommodate five students this 

summer who are enrolled in the NSCC Tourism Program:  Jeff Wilmot, Theresa 

Hardgrave, Heather Stevens, Darren Marshall and Valerie Francis.  The hard work and 

effort they demonstrated will not be forgotten and we hope most of them will have an 

opportunity to return.    

 

 We also had to say goodbye to Patricia MacAuley, Archival Assistant, Diandra Rizcallah, 

Public Relations Coordinator, Allan Cox, Visitor Services, and Kyle Tuplin, Landscaper.   

We had a group this summer of amazing summer students and hope they all stay in 

touch with us. 

 

 Staff this summer had the opportunity to counsel visitors at the Tidal Bore Viewing Area 

promoting Central Nova Scotia.  Visitors to the site were very appreciative.  

 

 Congratulations to Joe Sylliboy of GHC on winning the NS Exhibition Talent Show for his 

excellent hand-drumming & singing skills! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff Appreciation Party 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff enjoying an afternoon full of 

food, fun, and ice cream cake!  All 

of us would like to thank JoAnn for 

taking her time to prepare all of the 

goodies that everyone seemed to 

appreciate very much. We were 

almost too stuffed to go back to 

work!   

 

It was truly delicious and we are all 

very thankful, thanks again JoAnn! 

Heather, JoAnn, Jeff, Maritza, Valerie, Jim, Patricia 

Snapshot of some food 
Ice Cream Cake! 

Sharon, Darren, Heather Diandra, Heather, Jeff 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE: SUPPORT N.S. ABORIGINAL GROUPS 

 

N.S. groups among music award nominees 

 

Fri, Aug 26  

 

Two Nova Scotia groups are among the nominees for the sixth annual Aboriginal 

People’s Choice Music Awards. 

 

The awards will be handed out in Winnipeg on Nov. 3 and 4, and the hopefuls will 

include pow wow drum group Eastern Eagle from Indian Brook First Nations near 

Shubenacadie, and A Tribe Called Mi’kmaq, with members from across the 

province. 

 

Recognized across North America since forming in 1993, Eastern Eagle received a 

nomination for best album cover design for its latest CD Rezonation. 

 

A Tribe Called Mi’kmaq is recognized in the best pow wow CD — contemporary 

for its 2011 debut We Honour the Water, a cycle of songs celebrating the life blood 

of the Mi’kmaq people and its connection to the water, in rivers, lakes and the 

ocean. 

 

The awards ceremony is part of the 2011 Manito Ahbee Festival, and will be 

televised on its second night on the Aboriginal Peoples Television Network. 

 

Music fans can vote for the awards from now until Oct. 6 by registering on the 

APCMA website at www.aboriginalpeopleschoice.com.          

 
Source: The Chronicle Herald 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

A BIG “Thank You” From the Garden Crew 
by Garrett Gloade 

 

Now that summer is finally coming to an end, people are going back to school, back to work, and 

back to their day to day lives.  This year’s outdoor project for our Glooscap’s Medicinal Garden 

was basically bringing it back to life, and to be honest it has never looked any better!  I would 

like to thank Darren Marshall and Kyle 

Tuplin for the countless man hours that 

were put into weeding, mulching, and 

re-shaping the garden to what we see 

out there today.  The winter and spring 

had brought a lot of weeds, and they 

were basically taking over our garden.  

This caused the garden to lose its 

vivacity at one point, but it shows that 

when you have three guys working as a 

team and who are on the same page, 

anything can happen.  

 
 

We would also like to thank the rest of the 

Glooscap Heritage Centre Staff; the ―Bosses‖ Kathy, Gordon, Joyce, and especially Sharon Touchie for 

putting up with us begging for money and materials that we needed to make the garden look the way it 

does today! We would also like to send out a special ―thank you‖ to Riverview Herbs for their potted 

sweet grass donation to the centre, and also to Lloyd Mapplebeck for the donation of 4 more sweet grass 

plants with the purpose being to use the sweet grass as a teaching tool. The sweet grass can be seen at the 

front entry way before you walk into the building.  

 

Even still, we have a lot more aspects of the garden to complete, such us a HUGE wigwam, a beautiful 

welcoming water feature, and much more.  It’s definitely something to be looking forward to within the 

next year or two.  So on behalf of me (Garrett Gloade), Darren Marshall, and Kyle Tuplin, we would like 

to thank everyone for their time and patience.  We hope that everyone has a chance to come up and take a 

look around, stop by and have a quick bite to eat in our picnic area, or even pass by and reflect on the 

work being done.  If you have any 

input or suggestions, please share your 

thoughts with us! And, I know, I 

know… we need signage, which is in 

the process and being done in 

Mi’kmaq, English and Latin. 

 

Wela’lin! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kyle, Garrett, Darren 



 

Kluskap Outreach Program 

 

I was invited to speak at Caribou Provincial Park on August 27
th
.  It 

turned out to be a beautiful Saturday evening despite the threat that Irene 

presented down the coast.   

 

Campers gathered with me around a campfire to touch reproduction 

tools, handle furs and explore other kinds of artefacts.  When darkness 

started to fall I told a story about a boy who is lost and then found and 

cared for by Muin’skw (bear woman).  I love to tell this story because 

people of all ages can identify with the boy in the story being tempted 

by berries to wander off to feed his belly instead of his basket and the 

dialogue of fear one has with themselves if they are lost and alone.  

Discussion afterwards also ties in nicely for young campers about how to prevent being lost and best 

strategies for being found again if you are lost.   

 

Mi’kmaw stories are so rich with characters and detail that I 

look forward to telling them almost as much as hearing them.   

It was a pleasure to meet all of you.  My family and I enjoyed 

our evening very much.  Hope you all had a wonderful 

weekend and left with less bug bites than my boys did! 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

Gordon Pictou 

 

 

Thanks to Lorne Julien for a Wonderful Art Exhibit 
 
Lorne Julien’s art was proudly on display for the month of August on the GHC South Gallery Exhibit 

Wall.  Our visitors were very impressed and the staff appreciated having the ―Warrior on the Hill‖ exhibit 

here.  Lorne got some national TV. time on APTN.  In case you missed it, we took some pictures! 

 

 

 

 

 
Oct. 6

th
 and 7

th
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

October 6
th

 and 7
th

, 2011 
 

The Glooscap Heritage Centre (GHC) and Patsy 

Paul-Martin (Coordinator of First Nations 

Cultural Services) with the Chignecto Central 

Regional School Board have combined forces 

again to host this year’s Mi’kmaq Heritage 

Month Educator’s Conference.    I am very 

excited to be working on the conference with 

Patsy again this year.  Last year I think we put 

together a great line-up of speakers and activities 

for teachers to participate in.  The feedback from 

participants last year was very positive.  Patsy 

and I want to put this conference on to give 

teachers support for the upcoming year.  We 

understand that teaching resources are not as easy to find about Mi’kmaq history and culture and 

not everyone has enough background knowledge to discern quality information from the 

resources that are available.  That aside, I learn a lot each year from the amazing speakers that 

come and through the conversations we have as groups each year on so many pertinent issues.   

 

―These workshop sessions are geared 

especially for the new Educators who wish to 

explore the Mi’kmaq Heritage to the fullest. 

They will have the opportunity to learn about 

the Mi’kmaq Grand Council from the Grand 

Keptin, Andrew Denny of the Mi’kmaq 

Nation. Tour the beautiful John B Trail and 

view the inside of the famous Wikwom shaped 

Sacred Heart Church at Millbrook First Nation. 

Keptin, Colin Bernard will share his vast 

knowledge of Spirituality. Each  participant  is 

guaranteed to enhance their five sensory 

perceptions through the various presentations 

by tasting the traditional Mi’kmaq foods, 

smelling the sweet grass through smudging ceremonies, touching the handmade crafts, hearing 

the Sacred drumming and seeing the beautiful Shawl Dancers. I am very ecstatic to partner with 

the Kluskap Heritage Centre to provide this wonderful opportunity for our Educators at the 

Chignecto Central Regional School Board,‖ Patsy Paul-Martin.   

 

 

 

 

GHC to Host 3
rd

 Annual Mi’kmaq Heritage Month Educator’s Conference 



 

 

Please note: Space is limited to 40 people this year and priority is given to those who have 

not attended before and are attending both days.  In addition consideration of balancing 

schools, districts and boards is given when determining successful applicants.  The first 

confirmations of registration will be made Monday, Sept. 19, 2011.  If space is still available 

it will be filled on a first come first served basis. 

 

This conference is great for any teacher who works at a school with Mi’kmaw students or would 

like to learn and share ways of extending everyday curriculum to include a First Nations 

perspective more fully.  Of course people naturally assume that the conference is largely for 

social studies teachers but honestly it is for teachers of any subject and grade level.  Where there 

is a will there is a way!   

 

Teachers within the CCRSB board can contact Patsy Paul-Martin for funding and subs.  For 

those outside the CCRSB Board they must arrange with their principle to attend.  Article 60 

funding may be available.   

 

Cost is $80 for Day One (includes a traditional feast), $60 for Day 2 or $130 for both Days.  

Payment can be made by cheque, credit card, or in cash.  For those requiring overnight 

accommodation rooms at the Super 8 located adjacent to the centre can be booked through the 

GHC for $90 + tax. 

 

Booking forms are available from the website and can be mailed, filed electronically, or dropped 

off in person. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am looking forward to another great conference this year.  If you have questions please call or 

email me; 843-3493 or Gordon@glooscapheritagecentre.com. 
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Day One: Thursday, October 6, 2011 

 
8:30 – 9:30 – Drumming, Dancing, Smudging 

and Registration in Main Foyer 

 

9:30 – 10:45 – George Paul – George Paul will 

perform the Honour song, talk about the process 

behind creating it and what the Honour song 

means, traditional Mi’kmaw songs, his 

experience in the show Drum and the new First 

Nation Theatre at the Glooscap Heritage Centre.   

 

10:45 – 11 – Snacks 

 

11:00 – 12:30 – Importance of the Debert site, 

Resources for understanding the changes and 

adaptations Mi’kmaw ancestors made through 

paleo archaic to protohistoric, and plans for 

Debert Museum. 

 

12:30 - 1:30 – Traditional Feast Buffet and How 

to use traditional Foods for teaching (Gord and 

Patsy) 

  

1:30 – 2:15 – ―Enhancing Learning for Diverse 

Learners (Mi’kmaq children in particular)‖ 

Patsy Paul Martin  

 

2:15 – 2:30 - Break 

 

2:30 – 4 – Introduction to Intergenerational 

effects of the Residential School System and 

Watching the film ―Journey from the Shadows‖ 

a new and powerful teaching resource about the 

Residential Schools in Canada. 

 

4 – 4:15 - Snacks 

 

4:15 - 4:30 – Small group discussions 

 

4:30 – 5:00 – Large group sharing of ideas and 

return of Flash Drives (LP Ideas – Everyone 

bring Electronic Zip files for sharing) 

 

End of Day 1 

Additional Opportunity 

 

7:30 – Those who want to participate in a sweat 

lodge ceremony meet at Dale Sylliboy and 

Doreen Prosper’s house for Sweat. 

Day Two: Friday, October 7, 2011 

 

8:30 – 9:00 – Registration 

 

9:00 – Leave for John B. Trail 

 

9:30 – 11:30 - Walk on the John B. Trail (the 

outdoor classroom) and tour of the Sacred Heart 

Church with Colin Bernard (Spirituality in 

Contemporary Mi’kmaw Society – role of 

church, Kisulkw, wakes and salite)  

 

11:30 – 12:30 lunch (off site or bring your own) 

 

12:30 – 1:30 - 7 Sacred Teachings Workshop 

with Dorene Bernard in Theatre (Elementary 

focus) or Storytelling Workshop with Gordon 

Pictou Centre Circle 

 

1:30 – 2:30 – Mi’kmaq Grand Council – ―What 

is the Organization of Traditional Mi’kmaw 

government, the importance of the Wampum 

and the role of the Grand Council today?‖ 

  

2:30 – 3:15 Small Groups Networking LP Ideas 

– Each table draft a lesson plan idea on one of 

the topics covered over the last two days 

(explore the GHC and make some pre and post 

visit questions) 

 

3:15 – 3:45 Large group sharing of ideas 

 

3:45- 4:00 Snacks 

 

4:00 – Talking Circle and then closing ceremony 

(Return Evaluations) 

 

 

 

3rd Annual Educator’s Conference 2011  

Tentative Schedule of Events 

October 6-7 



 

Calendar of Monthly Tours and Bookings 

Glooscap Heritage Centre & Mi’kmaq Museum 
SEPTEMBER 2011 

 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

    1  
 

Tour  9:40am 
 

Drum Presentation 

2 
 

Tour  38ppl 
 

3  
 

Tour 9:40am 

 

4 5  

 

Tour  9:40am 
 

Tour  2:45pm 

 
Labour Day hours 

8:30-4:30 

 

6  7  

 
Tour  9:40am 

 

Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9am-4pm 

 

8 
 

Annex booked for 
35 ppl 

 

9  

 
Tour  9:40am 

 

10 

11 
 

Tour  8:40am 

12 
 

Tour  2:45pm 

13  

 
Tour  9:40am 
 

Tourism Writers 

Tour 3-4pm 

14 

 
Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9am-4pm 

 

15  

 
Tour  9:40am 

16 17  
 

Tour  9:40am 

18 19  

 
Tour  9:40am 

 
Tour  2:45pm 

 

20  21  

 
Tour  9:40am 

 
Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9am-4pm 

 

22 
 

Annex booked for 

14 ppl 

23  

 
Tour  9:40am 

24 

25  

 
Tour  8:40am 

26 
 

Tour  2:45 pm 

 

27  
 

Tour  9:40am 

 
Annex booked for 

55 ppl 

 

28 
 

Annex booked for 

55ppl 

 
Eagle on-line 

learning @ the 

Annex 9am-4pm 

 

29  

 
Tour  9:40am 

 

30 
 

Tour 38ppl 

1pm 

 

 
Please Contact the Glooscap Heritage Centre for more information   

65 Treaty Trail, Millbrook, Nova Scotia  B6L 1W3  Phone: (902) 843-3493   Fax: (902) 893-2269 
info@glooscapheritagecentre.com  Website: www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 

Want to have a meeting in a unique, central and affordable location?  Glooscap Heritage Centre may be the ideal solution for you.  Call 

us or email for further details, or visit our website (contact information provided above). 

 

 

 

Kyle, Garrett and Darren  

mailto:info@glooscapheritagecentre.com
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Feel free to take this full newsletter page to the gift shop to receive 

your discount, or simply cut around the edges of the coupon.  Don’t 

forget this coupon is only valid for the month of September! We 

look forward to seeing you and showing you the unique items we 

carry in our gift store. 
 

 

 


