
 

                                              

 

 

 

 

                                                        & Mi’kmaq Museum 

                                             September 2010  NEWSLETTER 

Welcome to the Glooscap Heritage Centre 
 

The Glooscap Heritage Centre opened to the 

public May 1
st
, 2006 and is located on the 

outskirts of Truro at the Millbrook First Nation, 

Exit 13A at the Truro Power Centre. The 

Glooscap Heritage Centre is comprised of the 

Glooscap Statue, complete with interpretive 

panels; a number of mobile, climate and light 

controlled display cases to house Mi’kmaq 

artifacts; a series of wall displays; and a major 

multimedia display in the 75 seat theatre that 

will be the highlight of the visitor experience at 

the Glooscap Heritage Centre. 
 

In September, at a glance…. 
We at Glooscap Heritage Centre would like to advise 

that our summer hours are from 8:30 to 6:30, Mon-Fri 

and 8:30-4:30 Sat and Sun, and guided museum tours 

are available at most times. Our Gift Shop has also 

newly acquired a lot of new books, music and gift 

items to satisfy any taste, and all very affordable, so 

drop by for a visit! 

   GHC is hosting its’ final Veterans Roundtable on   

September 10
th
 to finalise the main storyboard and 

plan the Grand Unveiling on November 11
th
.Should 

anyone have any pics or momentos, please contact 

your Veteran in your community or Gord/Rhonda at  

the Centre. 

We’re also hosting a planting party with our 

corporate sponsors Home Depot/Evergreen on the 

15
th
 for our Medicinal Garden.  Feel free to drop by 

and lend a hand!  

  And on any given day, feel free to drop by and watch 

our own Heritage Interpreter Judy Googoo as she 

makes genuine Mi’kmaq crafts and jewelry. And just 

a reminder to everyone that we are still looking for 

any photos or memorabilia for our Mi’kmaq Vets 

Wall of Honour in which we plan to unveil on 

Remembrance Day, November 11
th
, 2010. 

   Should you have any enquiries, please contact Gordie       

Pictou at (903) 843 3493 or by email at 

gordon@glooscapheritagecentre.com 
 

 

August Highlights …….. 
 

 
Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy and Chief Lawrence Paul of Millbrook 

 

On August 30
th
, a landmark agreement signed by the 

thirteen Chiefs of Nova Scotia, Darrell Dexter, Premier 

of Nova Scotia and Minister of Indian Affairs, Mr. 

John Duncan, was signed here at the Centre   See story 

inside…. 

And, GHC would like to acknowledge Hartwood 

Atlantic Youth Leadership Group for their invaluable 

assistance with our garden.  Your help in planting trees 

and berries was most appreciated! 

 

Congrats to the APTC Elders meeting held at the 

Centre on August 12, 13  and 14th where stories and 

experiences were shared and recorded for the future 
 

Also, our NEWLY REVAMPED WEBSITE is now  

launched.  There are many exciting and creative links to  

be found, including our   “TEACHER”S RESOURCES” in which 

informative links, sites, articles, tours and much  

much more is available to enhance  the learning experience 

 

Want to have a meeting in a unique, central and affordable  

location?  Glooscap Heritage Centre may be the ideal solution  

for your event needs.  Call us or email for further details, or visit  

our website www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 
Check it out at our official website….. 

www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 
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Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia, Province of Nova Scotia and 

Canada Sign Landmark Agreement  

Glooscap Heritage Centre, August 31, 2010, courtesy DIAND 

 
From L - R, front row: Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy, Mik'maq Grand Council, Premier Darrell Dexter, Minister Duncan 
From L - R, back row: Grand Keptin Andrew Denny, Deputy Minister and CEO of Nova Scotia Office of Aboriginal Affairs, 
Judith Sullivan-Corney, RDG Atlantic Region INAC, Ian Gray - August 31, 2010 

Millbrook, Nova Scotia (August 31, 2010) - The Honourable John Duncan, Minister of Indian 

Affairs and Northern Development and Federal Interlocutor for Métis and Non-Status Indians, 

Darrell Dexter, Nova Scotia Premier and Minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Co-Chairs of the 

Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi'kmaq Chiefs, Chief Terrance Paul of Membertou and Chief Gerard 

Julian of Paqtnkek, finalized an agreement to create one-window access to consultation with the 

Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia. 

The Agreement signed today establishes an independent, clear and efficient means for Canada 

and Nova Scotia to consult the Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia on proposed activities or projects. The 

Agreement on consultation is part of the broader negotiations to resolve outstanding questions in 

relation to Aboriginal and treaty rights and self-government between Canada, Nova Scotia and 

the Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia, called the Made-in-Nova Scotia Process. It addresses the direction 

provided by the Supreme Court of Canada regarding the legal duty to consult. In the 2004 Haida 

and Taku River decisions, the Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the federal and provincial 

Crown have a legal duty to consult, and, where appropriate, accommodate when Crown conduct 
may adversely impact established or potential Aboriginal and Treaty Rights. 

“Canada is pleased to be a signatory to this important Agreement,” said Minister Duncan. “This 

Agreement demonstrates Canada's commitment to finding common solutions that will lead to a 

more effective and efficient consultation process and consistent decision making. The spirit of co-

operation that led to this agreement will allow us to continue to make progress on other, longer-
term rights negotiations with the Mi'kmaq.” 

The Honourable Peter MacKay, Minister of National Defence, Member of Parliament for Central 

Nova, extended his congratulations to the parties on the finalization of the agreement. "The 

clarity and consistency this Agreement brings to the consultation process will make a lasting and 

positive difference in the years ahead,” said Minister MacKay. “My congratulations to all of the 

representatives of the parties who negotiated this unique agreement for their leadership and 
dedication." 

 

 

 

http://www.ainc-inac.gc.ca/al/ldc/ccl/agr/ns-eng.asp


 

LANDMARK AGREEMENT SIGNED AT GLOOSCAP HERITAGE CENTRE cont’d 

 

"This agreement-the first of its kind in Canada to include all First Nations within a province-

supports a collaborative approach to consultation with the federal government and the Mi'kmaq 

of Nova Scotia," said Premier Darrell Dexter. "This single-window approach makes life better for 
Nova Scotians because it helps the province make more informed decisions." 

Assembly of Nova Scotia Mi'kmaq Chief's (ANSMC) Co-Chair, Chief Terrance Paul said, “Today's 

signing ceremony represents the commitment of three governments-Federal, Provincial, and 

Mi'kmaq-to make things right. We must not forget that this tri-partite relationship is unique in 

Canada. The entire Nation is looking upon us to show that such cohesion is possible. We must 
not fail.” 

ANSMC Co-Chair, Chief Gerard Julian, says today's agreement demonstrates the three parties' 

growing government-to-government and nation-to-nation relationship. “The Crown has a legal 

duty to consult the Mi'kmaq when the actions of Canada or the Province might affect the 

constitutional rights or title of the Mi'kmaq. With today's signing, Canada and Nova Scotia create 
a process to carry out their duty to the Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia." 

The Agreement formalized during the signing ceremony today builds on the success of a pilot 

project that has been in place since 2007. The Mi'kmaq of Nova Scotia, the Province of Nova 

Scotia and Canada signed an Umbrella Agreement on June 7, 2002, under which they undertook 

as one its central elements to negotiate the terms of reference for a consultation process. After 

trial running a pilot agreement for several years, the parties were now ready to sign this formal 

agreement. 

Witnessing the signing ceremony are Mi'kmaq Grand Council representatives, Grand Chief Ben 
Sylliboy and Grand Keptin Andrew Denny. 

 

 

Guests tour the Centre…. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

LANDMARK AGREEMENT SIGNED AT GLOOSCAP HERITAGE CENTRE cont’d 

 

Lenore Zann with GHC Executive Director Joyce Mingo.  Right, Joyce with Premier Darrell Dexter 

 

 
 

Signing ceremony: Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy, Premier Darrell Dexter, DIAND Minister John Duncan 
 

  
Premier Dexter arrives at GHC     Gordon Pictou GHC, Jeannie Knockwood MRI 

 

 



 

LANDMARK AGREEMENT SIGNED AT GLOOSCAP HERITAGE CENTRE cont’d 

Kiju’s Boyz from Paq’tnkek  provided  excellent hand drum entertainment 

 

Images from the day….. 

 

 

   GHC would like to congratulate all Mi’kmaq 

    People on this historic event! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Grand Chief Ben Sylliboy and Chief Lawrence Paul 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

GARDEN WORK PARTY  

September 15
th

, 9:00 to 4:00 

 

GHC is thrilled to announce corporate sponsorship from the kind 

folks of Home Depot and Evergreen for our beautification project in 

which we are transforming the grounds of GHC into an authentic, 

pre contact environment.  We are planting indigenous trees, herbs, 

berries and medicinal plants which were used by 

our Mi’kmaq ancestors. 

 

We invite everyone to 

participate in this 

wonderful party!  So please 

drop by on September 15
th

,  

and be part of this exciting 

and unique project.  Light snacks and 

refreshments will be provided. 
 

 
The Home Depot-Evergreen Rebuilding Nature Grant Program is a partnership between the Home 

Depot Canada and Evergreen, a national environmental organization that makes cities more livable 

through community naturalization projects.  Since 2005, Evergreen has distributed $411,000 in 

grants to 89 community organizations across Canada through this partnership. 

 

“Sustainable urban greening is achieved primarily through deeply committed community groups 

across Canada”, said Geoff Cape, Executive Director, Evergreen.  “The Rebuilding Nature 

program is an effective way to ensure these groups receive the funding and support they require to 

make their projects possible”. 

 

“We are proud to provide funding and volunteer support to help communities across Canada 

complete their urban greening projects through our long standing grant program with Evergreen”, 

said Gino DiGioacchino, Chair, The Home Depot Canada Foundation. 

 

www.evergreen.ca 

www.homedepot.ca/foundation 

 

 

 

 

http://www.evergreen.ca/
http://www.homedepot.ca/foundation


 

 
Jayme Melrose, garden architect    Garret Gloade 

Vance Martin                                                                                            

                        

 

And finally, pictures of our new storytelling pavilion.  This wonderful structure was designed and 

built by Mike Anderson.  Mike is currently finishing his Masters in Architecture at Dalhousie 

University.  On behalf of GHC, a huge thanks to all involved, especially our day to day folks, 

Jayme, Garrett and Vance.  Welalin! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Native Plant Food and Medicine Forest Garden 

 

and we need you. 

Especially if you have an arty desire to nurture nature. 

 

This is the end of the year workparty, the one to get it all done, 

all the loose ends tied up, final trees, shrubs, and herbs planted, 

fences woven,  plants mulched in, 

 

and 

to art the garden 

- potentialize it with care, creativity, whimsy, decoration. 

Make focal points,  

inspire the wanderings, 

Prolific Mi’kmaq Artist Teresa Marshall will be here to invent and create permanent 

artwork for the garden, and is here to help any other aspiring artists. 
 

make the landscape a garden. 

Make the garden fertile grounds for inspiration and appreciation. 

 

Saturday September 25. 

9:30am to 3:30pm. 
 

At 3:30 Doreen Bernard, local Mi'kmaq medicine woman will lead a tour of the garden.  
 

Lunch will be provided. 

I will help co-ordinate rides if you email me (let me know if you have room in your car, or need 

a ride). 

 

If you can come, even for an hour, bring it!   

 

Bring gloves, any tools you want, and (natural) art supplies you want. 

Feel free to email gardendoula@gmail.com for more info. 

 

warmly, 

may the forest be with you, 

jayme margaret melrose 
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On September 10th, Veterans from all Reserves in Nova Scotia 
will be attending the final Roundtable discussion to decide on the 

content of their permanent exhibit. 
 

Should anyone wish to add stories of their family members, 
please contact the Roundtable Representatives in your 
community.  EXHIBIT OPENS NOVEMBER 11, 2010 

 
Membertou –Stephen Christmas   Eskasoni – Abraham Doucette 
Pictou Landing – Albert Denny, Frank Denny Sr. 

Wagmatcook- Felix Smith (RCMP)   Cambridge – Lawrence Toney 
Indian Brook – Louie Morris, Vinnie Toney 
Millbrook – Bennett Martin, Michael Stephens, William Googoo (Wagmatcook) 

Paq’tnkek – Kerry Prosper, Robert Pictou 
Waycobah –Cecil Condo, Raymond Knockwood    

Chapel Island – James Marshall   RCMP – Ron Knockwood  
 
 

 

 
 



 

Glooscap Heritage Centre Outreach Updates for  

August 2010 
 

By Joe Sylliboy, GHC Senior Interpreter and Drum Keeper 

 

On August 7, 2010, GHC Senior 

Interpreter and Drum Keeper Joe Sylliboy 

and family Josee and Kaqtukwewji'j, were 

invited to Caribou Provincial Park as part 

of our ongoing Outreach Programme. 

 

Around the fire, with thirty other happy 

campers,Joe told the legend of Beavers 

Dream, which is an old Mi’kmaq story of 

how Five Islands were created. 
 
 

 
 

 

  Josee and Kaqtukwewji’j (Little Thunder)         After the storytelling, Joe, an 

accomplished drummer and Drum 

Keeper at GHC, entertained the 

campers with a selection of 

traditional Mi’kmaq songs, 

accompanied with his hand drum. 

 

Joe then had a question and answer 

period, explaining Mi’kmaq legends 

and customs.   
 

 

                                

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The Kluskap Outreach Program is a flexible alternative for bringing some of the experiences of visiting the GHC to your group, school or 
organization.  For more information on what this program offers call us or visit our website.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Millbrook and Eskasoni Youth Meet NHL’s Steve Ruccin and Chad 

Denny on the Ice 
 

 

Global Learning Group Inc. (GLGI) sponsored an opportunity for Millbrook and 

Eskasoni’s youth to hit the ice for a day of fun and skill development with NHL 

talent.  GLGI has partnered with the Glooscap Heritage Society and the Eskasoni 

Band to provide online learning/training at the Glooscap Learning Annex 

(formerly the Capricorn restaurant) in Millbrook and to create a similar program in 

Eskasoni set to open in April 2010.   

 

 

Twenty Millbrook youth between the ages of 8 and 16 caught a bus at 5 a.m to get 

to Sydney in time for the big day.  Steve Ruccin played 14 years in the NHL but it 

was Chad Denny that stole most of the limelight.  The kids all knew Eskasoni’s 

most accomplished hockey star and relished the opportunity to try to take the puck 

from him.  Chad was a second round draft pick for the Atlanta Thrashers in 2005.  

He spared the kids his 97 mph slapshot but demonstrated his ability to carry the 

puck as he weaved through crowds before making a pass through legs and over 

sticks.   

 

 

Steve Ruccin was Captain of the Anaheim Ducks for years and a very 

accomplished player.  He shared drills and tips with the youngsters as he 

encouraged them to do their best.  After the players retired from the ice Steve and 

Chad signed sticks, pictures, and jerseys.  Millbrook’s contingent returned to the 

bus for a long drive home with some parting gifts and memories they won’t soon 

forget. 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

                             Glooscap Heritage Centre News 

 
 

 

The Glooscap Heritage Centre is now on facebook, twitter, youtube and flickr! We’re using 

these websites to help keep you informed about what’s going on here at the centre. 

Join our facebook fan page, Glooscap Heritage Centre, to keep updated on upcoming events and 

workshops. Here, you can also browse through our albums and videos. We are also on twitter, so 

be sure to follow us. Our username is GlooscapCentre. Daily tweets will keep you posted on 

what we are up to.   And don’t forget to check out youtube and flickr to find photos and videos 

posted by us, GlooscapCentre!   All is accessible by visiting www.glooscapheritagecentre.com  

 

 

Youth Drumming Group Every Thursday from 4-5pm 

 

Last September, Todd Labrador came and made a large drum for the Glooscap Heritage Centre.  

Joe Sylliboy was asked to be the drum keeper and has started a Youth Drumming Group for 

anyone aged 12-19 to participate in.  Although he has a full group now, he is still taking names 

for another group to start in the new year.  No registration required.  Call Joe for more 

information 843-3493.  
 

 

Last Month to take advantage of our crafting expert, Judy Googoo! 
 

Bored? Need something to do with your hands? Like Small Handicrafts? Judy may have 

just the thing for you!  Throughout the week at the Glooscap Heritage Centre Judy is available 

to make crafts with folks of all ages! The three possible crafts to choose from and prices are as 

follows:   Small Birch Bark Drum…$5  Dream Catcher…$10 Beaded Bracelet…$5 
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   Glooscap Heritage Centre Introduces On-Line Campus Institute 

Glooscap Heritage Society has realized an On-line Institute of Learning.  Focused on 
education, the institute helps promote Cultural sensitivity and awareness of the value in 
cultural differences.  The addition of the content library from info source means that 
while GHS clients and First Nation communities learn about the importance of the 
aƛΩƪƳŀq Nation, they will have access to everything from Microsoft Office Skills Training 
to Soft Skills Courses!  

Contact GHC if you would like a user name and password to take 
advantage of some free on line professional skills development training. 

A future goal of the GHC is on Language Preservation.  Language is central to culture 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ CƛǊǎǘ bŀǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƛΩƪƳŀǉΦ  A great deal of 
our language was lost when our children were forced into the Residential Schools; now, 
the situation is worseninƎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ aƛΩƪƳŀǉ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ 9ƭŘŜǊǎΦ  Elders 
possess the traditional knowledge & language that bind a nation together; without 
them, there is a danger that language will not be preserved.  Elders also have knowledge 
of significant customs and traditions including Spiritual teachings, traditional medicines, 
Traditional customs, music and dance.   

GHC is already working to conserve the knowledge of the Elders by actively promoting 
language programs in the community.  With the addition of this online learning portal, 
other tools have become available to the program.  We are hopeful that we can 
leverage the digital literacy courseware in such a way that modern technology can be 
employed to help capture the knowledge of the Elders and communities; this will 
include language preservation strategies. 

FREE COMPUTER LAB AND ONLINE CERTIFICATION ! 

    The Glooscap Learning Annex is pleased to offer our new computer lab 

        in the Annex for those who wish to drop in and take advantage of 

                                        our newest programming! 

 

             Beginning on September 24
th
, at the Annex, between 4:30 and 

          7:30 pm, everyone is welcome to sign up for FREE online learning 

             courses, including Microsoft Office 2007 (Word, Excel, Power 

          Point, Access, Outlook)  There is also a variety of fantastic business 

        and soft skill courses available as well.  An earlier version of Office is 

also available. 

For further information,or to register, please call Pam at (902) 843 3496   

or by email at  pam@glooscapheritagecentre.com 

 
 

mailto:pam@glooscapheritagecentre.com


 

 

                   Calendar of Monthly Tours and Theatre Bookings 

Glooscap Heritage Centre 
September 2010 

 

 
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
     

 
  

  

 

 

 

1 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  
46 ppl  

 

 

 

2  

Youth Drumming 

Group 4-5pm 

3 

Tour 3:00 – 
4:00  

46 ppl  

 

 

4 

Theatre booked 

5 

 
6 

 

7 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  

46 ppl  

 

Film Night TBA 

 

 

Regalia Drop In 

Group 4:00pm 

8 

 

9 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  

46 ppl  

 

 

 

Youth Drumming 

Group 4-5pm 

 

 

10 

 

Veteran’s 

Roundtable 

Theatre 9-4 

11 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  

46 ppl  

 

 

12 

Drum 

Workshop 

with Teresa 

Marshall 

1-4pm 

13 

 

14 

Regalia Drop In 

Group 4:00pm 

15 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  

46 ppl  

 

Home Depot Work 

Party in the garden 

9:30 – 4:00 

16 

Youth Drumming 

Group 4-5pm 

 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

17 

Tour 3:00 – 

4:00  
46 ppl  

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

18  

Guided Walk 

TBA 

 

Tour 10:00 – noon  

30 ppl  

 

19 

Tour 3:00 – 

4:00  

46 ppl  

 

20 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

21 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  
46 ppl  

Regalia Drop In 

Group 4:00pm 

 

22 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

23 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

Tour 3:00 – 4:00  
46 ppl  

Youth Drumming 

Group 4-5pm 

24 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

25 

Work Party in 

the garden 9:30 – 

4:00  Everyone 

Welcome to 

christen the 

Garden.  Doreen 

Bernard 

presiding 

26 

 

27 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 
Tour 3:00 – 4:00  

46 ppl  

 

28 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

29 

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

Tour 10:15 – noon  

35 ppl  

 

30  

Health Canada 

Theatre 9-4 

  

 

 

Please Contact the Glooscap Heritage Centre for more information   

65 Treaty Trail, Millbrook, Nova Scotia  B6L 1W3  Phone: (902) 843-3493   Fax: (902) 893-2269 
info@glooscapheritagecentre.com  Website: www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 

 

Want to have a meeting in a unique, central and affordable location?  Glooscap Heritage Centre may be the ideal solution for 

your event needs.  Call us or email for further details, or visit our website www.glooscapheritagecentre.com 
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